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President of WSCA Beverly schalk speech

Welcome Remarks

Thank you for welcoming our delegation to Kitakata. My name is Beverly Schalk,
and I am president of the Wilsonville Sister-City Association. It is a great honor to
be here to celebrate the 25t anniversary of the sister-city relationship between
Wilsonville and Kitakata.

Although our cities are located far apart, over the past 25 years our citizens have
become very close in appreciation, understanding and friendship. Hundreds of
students and adults have been part of these intercultural exchanges. My family has
been involved since 1995, when our four children were very young, and it has been a
very positive experience for all of us. Over the years, we have had the pleasure of
hosting many wonderful students. We have many warm memories, and it has
changed the way we look at the world.

We recognize and appreciate all the effort that has gone into assisting with the
exchanges and preparing for this visit. We’'d also like to recognize

Mr. Shoji Azuma as an honorary member of our delegation. Mr. Azuma was one of
the founding members of our sister city association and has traveled to Kitakata to
join us for this significant occasion.

Again, on behalf of our entire delegation, thank you for welcoming us.




