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Mayor of the City of Wilsonville Tim Knapp speech.

Welcome Remarks

I am Tim Knapp, Mayor of the City of Wilsonville in the state of Oregon.

On behalf of the citizens of Wilsonville, I am most honored and pleased to visit the
beautiful City of Kitakata on the 25th Anniversary of the Kitakata-Wilsonville
Sister City relationship.

I sincerely thank you for the wonderful hospitality bestowed upon our delegation
from Wilsonville. You, the people of Kitakata, are wonderful hosts.

Wilsonville is a community of 21,000 residents that is part of the greater Portland
metropolitan area, the largest population of center of Oregon. Wilsonville is also
close to the Oregon state capital city.

Wilsonville was originally a small farming town, but over the past two decades,
Wilsonville has been one of the fastest growing cities in the state of Oregon. Since
1990, Wilsonville has tripled in population, going from 7,000 to 21,000 residents.
Wilsonville is situated along a major highway and now has a diverse economy with
many industrial businesses, especially companies in high-technology
manufacturing and software development.

Wilsonville is a popular community because we are near Portland and the Oregon
capital, we have many good jobs, we have an excellent public school system, and we
have a very nice environment with many parks and nearby farms.

The Sister City program is important to our cities and also to me and my family
personally. We welcomed Kitakata exchange students into our home in 1994-95, and
my daughter, Charlene, was part of the first Wilsonville student-delegation of the
Sister City program to visit Kitakata in 1994.

We look forward to furthering our Sister City relationship with Kitakta and to
celebrating the next 25 years of visiting and developing mutual understanding and

good will among our peoples




